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New Jersey Human Services leadership testified in front of the 

Assembly and Senate budget committees in May. Commissioner Stephen Cha 

spoke on how Governor Sherrill's budget plan addresses federal cuts to NJ 

FamilyCare and SNAP while 

investing in vital services. 

 

"Taken together these changes will create more paperwork, more deadlines, 

and more opportunities for eligible residents to lose access," Commissioner 

Cha said. "Our responsibility for this year therefore remains clear and urgent: 

no eligible resident should lose coverage or access to food because of 

administrative hurdles. We are, in many ways, sailing full speed toward a 

hurricane…and we need to turn. Congress could choose to repeal these cuts. 

And I’d join anyone to advocate for such a repeal. But we can’t count on 

Congress to save us. If we wait too long or do not move boldly, our only 

choices will be to cut benefits, cut people, and cut reimbursements. The 

Governor’s budget reflects that responsibility through a series of strategic 
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investments." 

 

Read the Commissioner's complete testimony HERE.  

 

Key Direct New Jersey Medicaid and SNAP Impacts of H.R. 1 

 

 

 

 
 

Commissioner Stephen Cha joined On New Jersey on to discuss the 

upcoming federal changes to NJFamilyCare/Medicaid and SNAP and what 

people need to know as changes take effect: 

“We’re here to help support people.” 

 

Watch below: 
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Human Services Launches Direct Care 

Professional Advisory Council 

 

The Advisory Council stems from the State’s Direct Care Workforce Strategic Plan, 

which is a comprehensive roadmap to support, grow, and stabilize the 

workforce that provides essential care to older adults, individuals with 

disabilities, and residents with behavioral health needs. Over the next year, the 

Advisory Council will convene to provide its feedback on state programs and 

policies related to strengthening New Jersey’s direct care workforce. 

 

“I was pleased to hear directly from direct care workers during our first meeting 

as we begin this important process,” Commissioner Stephen Cha 

said. “Direct care workers make independence possible for hundreds of 

thousands of New Jerseyans, and their work is fundamental to the health, 

safety, and dignity of the people we serve. We look forward to the valuable 

insights and collaborative efforts that will emerge from this Advisory Council.” 
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“Direct care professionals do complex, deeply human work that is both 

essential and challenging, and they bring a frontline perspective that is 

invaluable,” Deputy Commissioner for Aging and Disability Services 

Kaylee McGuire said. “This Advisory Council ensures that workers’ voices 

keep policy decisions grounded in reality and strengthen efforts to improve job 

quality and stability across New Jersey’s direct care workforce.” 

 

Direct care workers, including direct support professionals, personal care aides, 

self-directed employees, home health aides, certified nursing assistants, youth 

development specialists, and certified peer recovery specialists, provide 

essential support and respite for individuals with developmental disabilities, 

aging individuals, and people with substance use disorder and/or behavioral 

health challenges, as well as their families and caregivers. 

 

“For individuals living with substance use disorder and/or mental health 

disorders, direct care workers provide a wide range of support that fosters long-

lasting recovery. Mental health is a fundamental element for overall health and 

contributes to our quality of life and well-being,” Deputy Commissioner for 

Health Services Valerie Mielke said. 

 

The Advisory Council will be guided by the Department of Human Services in 

collaboration with the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and 

Rowan University’s Early Childhood Leadership Institute. 

 

“Direct care workers act as the backbone of long-term care for older adults. 

When workers are heard, valued, and empowered, older adults can receive the 

consistent, dignified care they deserve,” Division of Aging Services Assistant 

Commissioner Louise Rush said. 
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“Supporting direct care workers is essential in ensuring New Jerseyans can live 

and age with dignity, stability, and choice,” Division of Developmental 

Disabilities Assistant Commissioner Jonathan Seifried said. “Advisory 

councils like this one are crucial, providing platforms for workers to advocate for 

recognition and improved conditions. We look forward to working with our fellow 

agencies to facilitate progress.” 

 

Learn more HERE. 

 

Read the full New Jersey Direct Care Workforce Strategic Plan, HERE. 
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Highlighting National Police Week, New Jersey Human Services held a 

ceremony honoring the men and women of the Human Services Police for their 

efforts to protect New Jersey's most vulnerable residents. New officers took 

their oaths while other officers were honored for meritorious service.  
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New Jersey Human Services Addiction Services Promotional 

Campaigns Win Four Telly Awards 

New Jersey Human Services earned national recognition at the 2026 Telly 

Awards for a series of Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services public 

awareness campaigns focused on addiction support, fentanyl prevention, and 

expanding access to free naloxone. The Telly Awards honor excellence in 

television and video advertising across all screens. 

The department’s “Your Story” anti-stigma campaign for the 844-ReachNJ 

addiction helpline received a Silver Telly Award in the Products & Services 

category. The “Stay in the Picture” fentanyl awareness campaign earned the 

People’s Telly Silver Award in the Local TV category. 

In addition, another 844-ReachNJ campaign – “There’s More To My Story” - 

received a Bronze Telly Award in the Craft–Use of Color category, while the 

“Their Life Is In Your Hands” campaign promoting free naloxone at participating 

pharmacies earned a Bronze Telly Award in the Craft–Art Direction category. 
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NJ Department of Human Services leaders joined Assembly Majority Leader 

Louis Greenwald to visit Weisman Children’s to learn more about the 

organization’s work supporting children and families through specialized, 

community-based healthcare services. 
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A behind-the-scenes look at Division of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Executive 

Director Liz Hill and American Sign Language (ASL) interpreter Monica Ayrer 

filming ASL for soon-to-be newly updated Reach NJ and fentanyl awareness 

campaigns, continuing efforts to make information as accessible as possible for 

everyone in New Jersey.  
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To highlight Older Americans Month, Division of Aging Services Deputy 

Director Melissa Chalker visited grantees of the Age-Friendly Grants Program. Big 

Brothers Big Sisters of Coastal & Northern NJ, the Toms River Department of 

Senior Services, and Age-Friendly Ocean County held events to promote 

making New Jersey a better place to grow older. 
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Division of Aging Services Deputy Division Director 

Melissa Chalker and fellow staff were recognized with two awards 

at the New Jersey Digital Government Summit. 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Employees from the Division of Aging Services staffed a resource table 

at the Woodbridge Township 2026 Mayor’s Senior Summit & Older Adults Expo. 

The community outreach team spoke to attendees about the 

department's various programs and services. 
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Employees from the Division of Aging Services also staffed a resource table 

at the the Gloucester County Senior Spring Picnic hosted by the Gloucester 

County Division of Senior Services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Division of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Executive Director 

Elizabeth Hill presented at the Language and Disability Access Forum, organized 

by Virginia's Department of Medical Assistance Services. 

Learn more about this event HERE. 
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Commissioner Stephen Cha, Deputy Commissioner for Aging and Disability 

Services Kaylee McGuire, and policy advisor Jack Teters visited BOLDAge 

PACE site in Oceanport to meet with the NJ PACE Association, and leadership 

for a tour of their site and a broader discussion about the future of PACE in 

New Jersey. 

 

PACE has become a growing and accessible model across New Jersey and 

the nation helping older adults who meet nursing home level of care age in 

place in their homes and communities.  

 

Learn more about PACE HERE. 
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Commissioner Cha, Deputy Commissioner for Aging and Disability Services 

Kaylee McGuire, Division of Disabilities Services Interim Executive Director 

Jacqueline Moskowitz and policy advisor Jack Teters recently visited 

MOCEANS Center for Independent Living to discuss the value and diversity of the 

grass roots, disability-lead centers for independent living. Advocates with 

disabilities and staff shared their life-changing and meaningful experiences with 

the centers.  
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Commissioner Stephen Cha and Deputy Commissioner for Aging and Disability 

Services Kaylee McGuire met with the New Jersey Association of Community 

Providers as part of the ongoing discussion about the value of home- and 

community-based services. 

 

"Home- and community -based services are key to the dignity and health of so 

many, especially people with intellectual and developmental disabilities," 

Commissioner Cha said. "So important to have open discussions with partners. 

Thanks to NJACP for the chance to talk and listen about the challenges and the 

opportunities to serve together." 

 

 

 

 

May was Older Americans Month.  

Assistant Commissioner Louise Rush took a moment to 

highlight the programs and services that the 

Division of Aging Services offers that make it easier for older adults to live in 

the community with independence, dignity and choice. 

 

For more information watch our video below and visit our website HERE. 
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May 3rd - 9th was Hurricane 

Preparedness Week, and a 

great time to remind people 

about Register Ready, which gives NJ 

residents with disabilities an 

opportunity to voluntarily provide 

information to agencies so 

responders can better plan to serve 

them in an emergency. Find out 

more about this free, voluntary 

service HERE. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

May 19th - 25th was Brain Injury 

Awareness Week in NJ. The 

Traumatic Brain Injury Fund provides 

eligible residents of any age, who've 

survived a traumatic brain injury, the 

opportunity to access brain injury 

related services they need to live in 

the community. 

Visit HERE for more information. 
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May 6th - 12th was 

National Nurses Week. 

Human Services thanks all of the 

nurses that help the department care 

for the many people we serve. Their 

work and devotion is valued, not just 

during Nurses Week, but every day. 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

May was Hepatitis C Awareness 

Month in New Jersey. 

Did you know that NJ FamilyCare 

covers Hepatitis C curative drug 

treatment? 

For more information, visit our 

website HERE. 
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May was Osteoporosis Awareness 

and Prevention Month.  

Osteoporosis is a loss of bone 

density that can occur as we 

age. It's responsible for over a million 

broken bones yearly, along with 

numerous issues leading to loss of 

independence. For more information 

about how to prevent or minimize the 

effect of osteoporosis, 

visit HERE.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

May was Adult Onset Disability 

Awareness Month. 

These are disabilities that occur at 

age 21 and older and affect an 

individual’s ability to complete day-

to-day tasks.  Call DDS to assist with 

navigating State & County 

Services. 1-888-285-3036. Take a 

moment to download your copy of 

the NJ Resources Guide HERE. 
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May was Better Hearing 

and Speech Month. 

The Division of the Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing provides education, 

advocacy and direct services to 

eliminate barriers and promote 

increased accessibility to programs, 

services, and information routinely 

available to the state’s general 

population. 

For more on its programs and 

services, visit HERE. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

May was Healthy Vision Month. 

The Commission for the Blind and 

Visually Impaired’s ProjectBEST 

program works to save sight and 

restore vision for adults and children. 

Free eye screenings have continued 

at schools, medical centers and fixed 

sites around New Jersey. 

For more information on screenings, 

visit HERE. 
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May was ALS Awareness Month, a 

time to bring attention to challenges 

that families with Amyotrophic 

Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) face. If you 

or someone you love has been 

diagnosed with ALS and need help 

navigating services, contact Division 

of Disability Services Community 

Resource Specialists at 1-888-285-

3036. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

May was National Mobility 

Awareness Month, which 

encourages people with disabilities 

to enjoy an active, mobile lifestyle by 

making them aware of the many 

automotive mobility solutions 

available. The National Mobility 

Equipment Dealers Association offers 

resources to assist in understanding 

and navigating automobility 

equipment. Visit HERE for more 

information. 
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May 10th - 16th was Women’s Health Week. 

New Jersey Human Services is committed to improving maternal health 

through multiple programs to improve health outcomes for all women in New 

Jersey. 

Visit HERE for more information. 
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NJ SNAP  I  NJ FAMILYCARE  I  NJSAVE  I  NJ HELPS 

 

 

  

 

FOLLOW US! 
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